GM Minutes 2/5/2020
•

Call to Order: President Ashley Steinbruecker called meeting to order at 12:08 pm

•

Minutes: Elizabeth Morgan made a motion to have the minutes approved, Lahni Ireland 2nd the
motion, all were in favor and the minutes were approved as written.

•

Guests: No guests

•

Announcements:
o

Dr. Garrett—Levy Update


Free Lunch/Dinner: Bobbi Samuels

•

Executive Director Report:
o Grant is very close to being finished
 Putting in finishing edits and detailing our budget
o Dates are set for all Chamber events
o Latest Scam
 Someone is impersonating the Chamber
 We are not hacked through email or our website
 The police are involved
 I have done everything I can on my end to help prevent it
 We are also not the only ones being impersonated

•

Economic Development Report- Chris St. Germaine: Not present

•

Committee Reports:

 Legislative Committee – Ryan Smathers: Not present

 Special Events:
o Chamber Auction will be May 1st, 2020.
 Theme: Monopoly: “Rags to Riches”

•

Guest Speaker: Jeff Wilson, Chief of Police
o The police department has the best and strongest relationship with Supt. Garrett, the
principals, their staff, and the school board ever.
o Our community has had a large spike in suicide. Wilson said, “It’s not to imply we are
seeing suicides committed, but it’s become a lot larger threat among teens.”
 The police have worked with the schools this last year, helped struggling students
multiple times a week.
 “It’s probably something that has been going on and we are now more aware and
the cases are reported more often.”
o Heroin is on the upswing as well as the narcotic, Fentanyl.
 Fentanyl is scary. You never know where it is and it can be extremely potent.
 Many drugs are laced with Fentanyl. Those that are buying a drug that is laced,
have no way of knowing until it is too late.
 All officers and Emergency Medical Services carry Narcan, a medication used to
block the effects of opioids.
 Heroin and Methamphetamines are cheap and fairly easy to find. The OPD are
doing their best to stay on top of it with the latest trends, but it is ever changing.
o Another issue the OPD is seeing more often with teens are sexual abuse cases and child
abuse cases.
 There’s more now than Wilson can remember when he started his career.
 The department receives lots of support from other agencies, which is available
even in our small town.
 These offenses are happening more than most people like to think about.
 “It’s not just about helping the victim, but also doing what we can in seeking
justice in cases that are properly investigated.”
 Times have changed—most cases involve taking cell phones, tablets, laptops, etc.
It is tedious and time consuming. It is difficult for a small department.
 “We try to go above and beyond for our citizens to the point of contacting
agencies outside of our jurisdiction if necessary. We try to pressure them to get
things done. There’s not many others that will do that.”
o The murder that happened on May 22, 2017 was something that wasn’t talked about
enough according to Wilson.
 23-year old Samantha Fignani was murdered in broad daylight just yards away
from Wilson’s house at the time.
















•

Sergeant Frazier was just on his way back into town after from homicide training.
Any other agency that was two or three times the size of our department would
have called for outside help. OPD is one of the best equipped departments to be
able to handle what happened.
They did have help with processing the scene from Clearwater County Sheriff’s
Office (CCSO).
When things were starting to be put together about what had happened, they had
acquired three search warrants in the first 24 hours. One was for the crime scene
where the shooting happened, one for the home and car of the suspect and one for
the car and residence of the driver.
CCSO helped with assisting in taking seizure of those locations until the OPD
could process them.
OPD had it done in 48 hours with a six man team.
The case was the biggest crime to have happened in our small town, it raised lots
of problems between friends and lots of friendships were lost because of they
thought was guilty or not guilty.
Frazier took the lead in putting together a circumstantial case. OPD worked on
that case every week for two years. In the midst of keeping other operations
afloat.
There were DNA and gunshot residue that needed to be resolved. OPD has a
great relationship with other agencies such as U.S Attorneys’ Office, FBI, Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, Secret Services and Rocky
Mountain Information Network. They sent a lot of that evidence to them to make
sure it processed correctly.
The trial took place in Idaho County and took two weeks. It was first degree
murder conviction. The driver has since been charged, so the case isn’t fully
concluded.
Biggest advantage of the case was all the surveillance footage obtained that
showed the timeline of the suspect’s whereabouts.
The OPD handled the whole case from start to finish. There were things they
learned along the way and things would do differently with the information and
the knowledge they have now.

Adjourn: President Ashley Steinbruecker adjourned the meeting at 12:56 pm.
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